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Raichyl Smith, 9, of O'Fallon, IIl., runs down Art Hill in Forest Park 
with a backdrop of blazing red foliage on Sunday. The color of the fall 
foliage on the trees in St. Louis is peaking now. 
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Preschool often out 
of reach for families 


Kirkwood groups strive to ensure funding, access for everyone 
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BY KRISTEN TAKETA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


In many cases, public preschool 
in Missouri isn’t quite public 
school. 

It often requires tuition, and 
there are limited spaces available. 

Some St. Louis County school 
districts charge almost $10,000 
a year for full-day preschool, five 
days a week. Even districts in 
lower-income areas that provide 
free preschool using federal, state 


CHRISTIAN GOODEN « cgooden@post-dispatch.com 
Logan Doyle (right) gets a high-five from teacher Renee Brennan for correctly naming his shapes on Friday 
with classmate Forrest Kline at Kirkwood United Preschool. Doyle’s family participates in a program by the 
Kirkwood School District that is designed to get incoming kindergartners at the same learning level. 


or local dollars say they don’t 
have enough space to accom- 
modate all families who want to 
send their young children to their 
schools. 

Take the Kirkwood School 
District’s early childhood cen- 
ter. The district offers free pre- 
school to low-income families 
in one state-funded classroom 
of 20 children. But overall, just 
3 percent of students at the 


See PRESCHOOLS e° Page A4 


“I had assumed that 
if the school district 
owned and ran an 
early childhood 
center that all of the 
residents ... would 
have affordable 
access. ... That’s not 
the case.” 


The Rev. Jeff Moore 


MISSOURI WANTS IDEAS 


HOW SHOULD 
WE SPEND 
$41 MILLION 
WINDFALL? 


Money represents state’s share of 
settlement with Volkswagen 


in the capital city. 


BY KURT ERICKSON « St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY o» The cheating scandal that 
triggered a $14 billion settlement from Volkswa- 
gen could translate into more electric vehicles and 
charging stations in Missouri over the next decade. 
As part of a plan being crafted by the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources, the state is re- 
questing comments on how it should spend about 
$41 million from the state’s share of the massive 
legal settlement with the German automaker. The 
first public meeting on the matter is set for Monday 


See MONEY ° Page A4 


Missouri groups try 
again to get medical 
marijuana on ballot 


BY JACK SUNTRUP 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY e Propo- 
nents of legalizing marijuana for 
medical use say 2018 is the year 
for Missouri. Public opinion has 
shifted. Money is flowing. And 
canvassers dot street corners. 

But we’ve heard this before. 

After raising more than $1.3 
million through June of last 
year, a group called New Ap- 
proach Missouri — run by some 
of the state’s most well-known 
marijuana advocates — narrowly 
missed the ballot after election 
officials tossed thousands of the 
group’s signatures. 

This year, New Approach is 
coming back with a new ap- 
proach — validating signatures 


See MARIJUANA e Page A4 


Legalization 
gains support 
National polling 
shows majorities 
back medical, 
recreational use 


Three separate 
initiatives 

Each includes tax 
proposals that 
could help fund 
programs 


Puerto Rico to scrap 
contract with Whitefish 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Whitefish Energy workers restore on Oct. 15 power lines damaged by 
Hurricane Maria in Barceloneta, Puerto Rico. Whitefish has a $300 
million contract to restore power on the island. 


BY DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
e The head of Puerto Rico’s 
power company said Sunday 
that the agency would cancel 
its $300 million contract with 
Whitefish Energy Holdings 
amid increased scrutiny of the 
tiny Montana company’s role 
in restoring the island’s power 
system after Hurricane Maria. 


The announcement by Ri- 
cardo Ramos came hours after 
Gov. Ricardo Rossello urged 
the utility to scrap the deal for 
Whitefish’s help in rebuilding 
the electrical system. 

“It’s an enormous distrac- 
tion,” Ramos said of the contro- 
versy over the contract. “This 
was negatively impacting the 
work we're already doing” 


See PUERTO RICO ° Page A7 


For medicinal 
purposes 


TODAY 
53°/34° 
PARTLY CLOUDY 
TOMORROW 
50°/38° 
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MU's Wells is among 
fittest women on Earth 
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Trump blasts Russia probe « a7 


Messenger: The past is prologue « a2 


Buckingham, McVie perform hits + a5 
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